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ABSTRACT

This research aimed to study general conditions of farmers and the media roles
in passing on knowledge for agricultural occupation development, attitude forming and changing,
as well as changing in behavior and practices. The population used in this study was 249 farmers
working on agricultural farms and living in Pa - Chomtong Agricultural Land Reform Area.
Chomitong District, Chiang Mai. The samples were 153 farmers, 120 of whom, or 80 % were

simply sampled. The data was collected by means of questionnaires, and analyzed by percentage

an frequency.

The results revealed that most of the farmers were male, 49 yeas old on average,
had completed primary education, had 4 family members and average monthly family income of
12,695 baht, and practiced monoculture. 120 samples obtained knowledge through radio and
television most, 114 samples atiended group meetings most, and 109 samples had meetings or
participated in activities with personal media, namely group leaders, most.

The farmers’ opinion was that all medias i.e. mass media, group media and
personal media had roles in passing on knowledge and radio was the mass media which most of
the farmers used : they had more time for listening than using cther medias. But, it did not change
their attitudes and behaviors and it did not bring about hope for their occupation as the
information they received through radio was all about agricultural eccupation development while
group media i.e. training, performs the roles in changing attitudes and behavior as well as creating
hope in @ new wccupation. Therefore, agricultural radio program presentation should be improved
(o the farmers’ interest so that they can gain more information about agricultural occupation

development. Also, they should be provided with greater opportunities to undergo training.
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From this research, it was found that the media with greatest roles in agricultural
occupation development was personal media ie. land reform officers, playing the roles in
passing on knowledge, seeking capital investment sources, supplying catile breeds, supplying
good breeds of frogs and layers, and seeking markets for products.
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